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The Latin root of the word “vocation” is vocare, or to call. In 
discerning your vocation, you are taking the time to listen to 
where God might be calling you.  I remember first discerning 
my call to be a Sister just over ten years ago. It was a time 
of mixed up emotions: joy, wonder, awe, with a little bit of 
trepidation and uncertainty thrown in for good measure. But 
on each step of the journey, I felt a deep sense of peace. 
That is my prayer for you as you discern your call ... peace. 

Perhaps your call is to join us as a Sister of St. Joseph of 
Peace! I invite you to become acquainted with our religious 
community. We were founded in 1884 to promote Christ’s 
Gospel of Peace in family life, in the church, and in society. 
Our life of prayer and ministry lived in community sustains 
and challenges us in our mission of peace through justice.  
Learn more about us in this monthly newsletter or via our  
website, vocations blog, Facebook or on Twitter.

Blessings of Peace,
Sister Susan Francois, CSJP
Congregation Vocation Director
sfrancois@csjp.org
 

May Crowning - Mary as Model of Faith
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Our newer and recently professed 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace

We rely on the love 
and fidelity of God 
to lead us into the 

way of peace

Sisters and nursing staff at our Eastern regional center in Engle-
wood Cliffs, New Jersey celebrate the annual May Crowning.

“Mary is our model of faith
because she listened, pon-
dered, and contemplated the 
word of God in her life, and 
witnessed to it in action. 

Her example calls us to be 
receptive to God’s word and 
to act upon it. 

Her Magnificat strengthens 
our resolve to work for  
justice.”
           ~CSJP Constitution 35
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News from some of our Sisters in Initial Formation

Sister Juliana Ngozi lives with other CSJP Sis-
ters in Hanwell, London, England.  Here she 
reflects on her experience visiting with young 
asylum seekers who have been detained.

For me it is a privilege going to the detention 
center to encounter and engage with the per-
son who is detained. I was very touched with 
the words of the first person I visited. He said: 
‘Your coming here to visit me makes me feel 
human.’ Their hope encourages me. The chal-
lenge for me is not in a negative way to take 
anything for granted. Everything is a gift, even 
the simple air we breathe. God’s greatest gift 
to us all as human beings is the gift of freedom.

Visiting Detainees - Sister Juliana

All four gates were blocked by using creative non-
violent direct action, and for one day the prepara-
tions for nuclear war at this base were disrupted. 
Over 300 people gathered, and 34 risked arrest. 
The diversity of democracy requires creativity, 
and the willingness to join with others, young and 
old, people of faith, trade unionists, and activists, 
to be the voice of the voiceless. For me this pho-
tograph sums up what democracy can look like...
faith-filled, diverse, and active!

Witness to Peace - Sister Katrina

Sister Katrina Alton and one of the Sisters 
she lives with in Hamilton, Scotland (Sister 
Rosemary Reilly -seated in picture) joined the 
‘Big Blockade’ at the Faslane nuclear base in 
Scotland in April.

The Sisters on our Vocation Team are available to tell you more about our community or help you discern 
your call to religious life. We would also be happy to arrange a visit with one of our local communities of 
Sisters in New Jersey, the Pacific Northwest, or the United Kingdom. 

Sister Susan Francois, CSJP
Congregation Vocation Director
sfrancois@csjp.org 
Telephone: 201.608.5401

Sister Antoinette Moore, CSJP
Eastern USA Contact
moorea@stjohns.edu 
Telephone: 201.220.7208

Sister Jo-Anne Miller, CSJP
Western USA Contact
jmiller@csjp-olp.org 
Telephone: 425.467.5402

Sister Maureen Brennan, CSJP
United Kingdom Contact
maureenbrennancsjp@gmail.com 
Telephone: 0115 9785816

“As we live our mission of peace, we continue to be enriched by the hope shared 
among us and brought to us by new members and by the lives of those who walk 
and work with us.”
                                                                                                            ~CSJP Constitution 78

Contact our Vocation Team
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Learn More about Becoming a Sister of St. Joseph of Peace
We are the Congregation of the Sisters
of St. Joseph of Peace (CSJP)— an
international religious community of
vowed women religious and women and
men Associates. We were founded in
1884 in Nottingham, England, under the
inspiration of the Spirit, by Margaret 
Anna Cusack, known as Mother Clare.

The Formation Program to become a 
Sister is open to:
• single Catholic women (if previously
married, with a Church annulment);
• with college or work experience;
• who are 21 to 45 years of age;
• who are called to intimacy with God
through prayer and life in community;
• who have the health and energy
for community living and ministry;
• and who wish to respond to the
charism of peace through justice
with the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace.

Other criteria may be considered.

Visit our website -www.csjp.org -  to learn 
more about our community and about the 
steps to becoming a Sister of St. Joseph 
of Peace.

Chapter Call

Disturbed by the Spirit,
we recommit ourselves to

Jesus’ way of radical hospitality.

We are called to a deeper and wider
living of community for mission

in company with poor and
marginalized people.

Our contemplative discernment
pushes us, individually and as

Congregation, to action:
deeper mutual support enables us
to take risks for justice, peace and

the integrity of creation.

As disciples of Jesus, we respond anew
to the call of Mother Clare

to be “brave, noble, large-minded
and courageous souls.”

Spring Assemblies: Listening to our Chapter Call

Sisters and Associates gathered in all three CSJP  
regions this Spring for a contemplative prayer process 
centered on our Chapter Call to radical hospitality. 
We are continuing to discern our response to this call 
together. We created a mosaic in the shape of a dove 
with our thoughts and prayers around the call.

http://www.csjp.org/join/vowed.html

